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Art Unit: 3661 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1 , 22, 24-25 are objected to because of the following informalities: In 
claim 1, all means in parentheses should be removed; also the word "adapted to" at line 
4 is not a positive recitation. 

Claim 22, 24, the word "adapted to" throughout the claims is not a positive 
recitation. 

In claim 25, a period is required to mark the end of the claim not two periods 
. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , at line 2, the phrase "comprising a series of a means" is unclear. 
Claims 2-8 are rejected for incorporating the deficiencies of their base claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-16, 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kapolka et al. (U.S. Pub 20040138790). 

As to claims 1, 22, 24, Kapolka et al. disclose a system for managing fleet (See 
paragraph 0023, 0092, 0095) vehicle preventative maintenance requirements 
comprising a series of a means to transmit a vehicle maintenance trigger to a remote 
station (See paragraph 0086), each of the series of the means to transmit positionable 
on one of vehicles in the fleet and adapted to receive maintenance trigger signals from 
the vehicle; a means to determine maintenance requirements of a vehicle based upon a 
transmitted maintenance trigger, the means to determine located remotely from the fleet 
of vehicle and communicating periodically with each of the means to transmit; and a 
means to alert maintenance personnel of vehicles (See paragraph 0091) requiring 
maintenance as identified (See paragraph 0092) by the means to determine, the means 
to alert communicating with the means to determine, the means to alert (See paragraph 
0091) being remote from the means to determine. 

As to claims 2, 23, Kapolka et al. disclose the means to transmit further transmits 
a vehicle identifier (See paragraph 0092); and periodic transmission (See Fig.6; 604, 
fig.7). 

As to claims 3, 25, Kapolka et al. disclose the means to determine includes a 
computer communicating to the means to transmit and the means to alert through a 
network (See paragraph 0038). 
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As to claim 4, Kapolka et al. disclose the means to alert further comprises a 
touch screen (See paragraph 0054). 

As to claims 5-6, Kapolka et al. disclose the means to alert further comprises a 
computer station having a visual display device and can also be inherently a personal 
digital assistant (See paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 7, Kapolka et al. disclose having a computer readable memory 
accessible by the means to determine, the memory having stored therein vehicle 
specific maintenance schedules indicating recommended maintenance intervals for 
scheduled maintenance, each scheduled maintenance having associated maintenance 
tasks (See paragraph 0082). 

As to claim 8, Kapolka et al. disclose the vehicle specific maintenance schedules 
contains recommended parts associated with each maintenance task (See Fig.1 for 
vehicle history and diagnostics). 

As to claim 9, Kapolka et al. disclose in combination with a computer system 
comprising a host processor and a database accessible by the host processor and at 
least one maintenance response station communicating with the host processor, the 
database having stored thereon vehicle specific maintenance schedules indicating 
recommended maintenance intervals for scheduled maintenance, each scheduled 
maintenance having associated maintenance tasks, a method of managing the 
preventative maintenance requirements on a fleet of vehicles, (See paragraph 0002, 
0003, Fig. 3B) the method comprising the steps of 
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a. periodically receiving signals at the host processor containing maintenance 
trigger data associated with a specific vehicle in the fleet of vehicles; (See paragraph 
0007); 

b. comparing each of the received maintenance trigger data to maintenance 
schedule data; c. for each comparison in step b, determining whether maintenance is 
indicated on the vehicle associated with the maintenance trigger data; (See Fig. 5, 6) 

d. if maintenance is indicated, identifying the vehicle at the vehicle response 
station. (See paragraph 0092). 

As to claim 10, Kapolka et al. disclose receiving a request from at least one of 
the response stations to detail the scheduled maintenance associated with identified 
vehicle and in response to the request, displaying the maintenance tasks associated 
with the maintenance at the response station (See Fig. 4, paragraph 0054, 0092). 

As to claims 11-16, 26, Kapolka et al. disclose the steps of receiving a request 
from the response station to create a maintenance work order for the identified vehicle 
and the indicated maintenance, and in response to the request, opening in the database 
a work order record, and displaying portions of the open work order record at the 
requesting response station; and also discloses the fleet vehicles are mechanized 
outdoor application vehicles (See Fig. 3A, 4; paragraph 0054). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gertrude Arthur-Jeanglaude whose telephone number is 
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(571) 272-6954. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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